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Stormwater 
Pollution 
Prevention

Illicit Discharge 
Elimination Program 

(IDEP)
Refresher Training

As required by Part I, 
Section A.3.d.3 of the MS4 

NPDES Permit

Why Am I 
Taking this 

Training?

• If you are taking this training, you will learn
• how to identify a potential illicit 

discharge or connection, and
• The proper procedure for reporting and 

responding to an illicit discharge or 
connection

• This training is for municipal employees and 
contractors working for municipalities

• Training is required
• At least once during the permit cycle 

(typically 5-years) for existing staff
• New hires shall receive training within 

one year of their hire date

About the
Permit 
Program

National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit 
program for Municipal Separate Storm Sewer Systems (MS4s)

Goal of the MS4 program is to reduce the discharge of pollutant to 
surface waters of the State

An MS4 is a system of drainage (including roads, storm drains, 
pipes, ditches, etc.) that is not a combined sewer or part of a 
sewage treatment plant.

Stormwater discharges from a regulated MS4 to a surface water of 
the State in an urbanized area are subject to regulations under the 
NPDES program.

Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE) regulates the MS4 permit.
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When you 
complete
this 
course, 
you should 
know

What an illicit discharge is

What an illicit connection is

How to prevent them

What to do when one is discovered

Where to report issues

Definitions
• A municipally owned system of drainage (including roads, 

storm drains, pipes, ditches, etc.) that is not a combined 
sewer or part of a sewage treatment plant.

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4)

• Any discharge to, or seepage into, an MS4 that is not 
composed entirely of stormwater or uncontaminated 
groundwater.

Illicit Discharge

• A physical connection to an MS4 that primarily conveys 
non-stormwater discharges other than uncontaminated 
groundwater.

Illicit Connection
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What are Common Stormwater Pollutants?

Litter Pesticides Oils and 
grease

Sewage 
and grey 

water

Chemicals from 
landscaping, pressure 
washing, auto repair, 

salvage yards, etc.

Improperly 
disposed 

household 
chemicals

Domestic 
animal 
waste

Soil erosion
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NON-EMERGENCIES Agency Phone

General Illicit Discharge Coordination Drain Office, Surface Water Management (810) 732-1590

Human Waste/Failing Septic Systems Health Department, Environmental Health (810) 257-3603

Construction Sediment Drain Office, Water and Waste Services (810) 732-7870

EMERGENCIES Agency Phone

Spills, Releases, other Environmental Emergencies EGLE Pollution Emergency Alerting System (PEAS) (800) 292-4706

Emergencies Police/Fire 911

• Spills and contamination to lakes, rivers, and streams
• Suspicious dumping to catch basins or waterways
• Unusual discharges from pipes
• Sewage on the ground or draining to surface water
• Large number of dead fish in waterways
• Failing or leaky septic systems
• Polluted runoff from storage piles or dumpsters to catch basins or waterways
• Sewage, detergent, chemical, petroleum or rotten egg odors
• Soil erosion from construction sites
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GCDC Surface Water Management (gcdcswm.com)
www.ClearGeneseeWater.org
EGLE - Municipal Program / MS4 Compliance Assistance (michigan.gov)

How to Spot and Report Stormwater Pollution –YouTube
Storm Drain - Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination, a grate concern (5 min) –
YouTube
NPDES Refresher Training: Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination –YouTube

Thank you

Genesee County Drain Commissioner
Surface Water Management

4608 Beecher Road
Flint, MI 48532

Office (810) 732-1590
Fax (810) 732-1474
After Hours Emergency (810) 732-2940

www.gcdcswm.com

With support from
Tetra Tech
3497 Coolidge Rd
East Lansing, MI 48823
(517) 316-3940
www.tetratech.com
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